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DEMPSTER, JOHN (Jan. 2, i794~Nov. 28,
1863), theologian, pioneer founder of Method-
ist theological seminaries, was born in Florida,
Montgomery County, N. Y. His father, the Rev.
James Dempster, a Scotch Presbyterian and a
graduate of the University of Edinburgh, came
under Methodist influence and was sent by Wes-
ley to America, where he served as a missionary
in New York City. Severing his Methodist con-
nection, he became pastor of the Presbyterian
church in Florida, N. Y., where he died in 1803,
John, the second son of his second wife, grew up
after the death of his father a frivolous young
man with scarcely the rudiments of a common-
school education. At the age of eighteen, while
employed as a tin-peddler, he received at a Meth-
odist camp meeting a powerful religious impulse
which transformed his life. He at once began a
rigorous course of self-education which continued
as long as he lived. Almost without instruction
he became a proficient scholar in the classics,
mathematics, Hebrew, theology, and philosophy,
at the same time preaching constantly. In 1816
he began a regular conference ministry and
served various charges in New York State with
growing power and influence till 1836, when on
account of impaired health he went to Buenos
Aires where he built a Methodist church, estab-
lished day and Sunday-schools and had an active
ministry among the Protestant population of the
city and the surrounding region. Returning- to
the United States in 1842, he spent the next three
years in two Methodist pastorates in New York
City.

Early in his ministry he became convinced of
the need of theological training for Methodist
ministers and zealously advocated it, often in the
face of stubborn opposition. Largely as the re-
sult of his efforts which were continued by cor-
respondence from South America, the Wesley
Theological Institute was founded at Newbury,
Vt, in 1845, the first Methodist theological sem-
inary in the United States. It was removed to
Concord, N. H., in 1847 and to Boston in 1867,
later becoming the Theological School of Bos-
ton University. At the close of his New York
ministry, Dempster spent several months in the
British Isles, making friends and collecting funds
for the school, after which he passed seven years
as professor of theology at Concord, exerting a
strong influence on his pupils and throughout the
region. In 1854 he resigned and became one of
the founders of the Garrett Biblical Institute in
Chicago, taking, when its permanent faculty was
formed in 1855, the office of senior professor,

Denby

which he held till the close of his life. He died
while on a leave of absence for the purpose of
founding a theological seminary on the Pacific
Coast.

Dempster was of medium size, pale, with bright
eyes, deep and penetrating voice, courtly man-
ners and impressive presence. He had a strong
will, great originality and an alert and philo-
sophical mind. He was widely read and inspired
his pupils with enthusiasm. The only book that
bears his name is, Lectures and Addresses . . .
with an Appendix, containing the Funeral Ser-
mon and Memorial Services occasioned by the
Death of the Author (1864), edited by the Rev.
Davis W. Clark. He was survived by his wife,
one son and three daughters.

[In addition to biographical material already re-
ferred to, see Methodist Quart. Rev., July 1864; Min-
utes of the Annual Conferences of the M. H. Oi./i864;
Zion's Herald, Dec. 9, 1863, and Aug. 26, 1896. The
latter contains a portrait.]                            F.T.P.

DENBY, CHARLES (June 16, iSso-Jan. 13.
1904), lawyer, diplomat, was born at Mount Joy,
Botetourt County, Va. His grandfather emi-
grated from England and settled in Virginia,
where his father, Nathaniel Denby, a merchant
at Richmond, was born. His mother was Jane
Harvey, daughter of Matthew and Magdalen
(Hawkins) Harvey, and descendant of Benja-
min Burden, an Englishman who brought with
him to Virginia a grant of many acres on the
Shenandoah and James rivers, known as Bur-
den's Grant His mother's father served in Lee's
legion in the Revolution. From the Tom Fox
Academy in Hanover County, Va., he proceeded
to Georgetown College, D. G, where he spent
three years, taking in 1842 "three medals, more
than had ever before been received by any one
boy" (Georgetown College Journal, vol. XIII,
no. 8, p. 93 ). Among his classmates was Thomas
J. Semrnes, later a member of the Confederate
Senate- While still a youth Denby accompanied
his father to Marseilles, France, and attended the
College Royal in that city, where his father was
United States naval agent. On returning to the
United States, he entered the Virginia Military
Institute at Lexington, Va., from which he was
graduated with high honors in 1850. After three
years as professor of tactics at the Masonic Uni-
versity, Selma, Ala., he moved to Evansville,
Ind, where he was employed by John B. Hall as
editor of the Democratic newspaper, Dotty En~,
quirer, learning to set type and frequently setting
up editorials, while at the same time he studied
law in the office of Baker & Garvin. Admitted
to the bar in 1855, he began the practise of law
the following year in Evansville, in partnership
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